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Introduction

The first Turkish-language children’s periodical published in the Ot-
toman Empire, Miimeyyiz (The Examiner), appeared in 1869. It was
characterized by a national, patriotic, religious, and educational orien-
tation [Nalcioglu 2006; Capar 2020, 3]. Western Armenian children’s
periodical publishing in the Empire, however, has an earlier history. The
first Armenian children’s journals began to appear as early as 1851, in-
cluding Burastan S. Sahakean (1851-1853), Tutak Haykazean (1854),
Yerkaser (1855), and Boghboj (1860). These were student-run children’s
periodicals published by talented pupils from various schools [Nazaryan
1979, 19-32]. Although all editors and contributors were boys, they al-
ready raised questions concerning women’s education and freedom.

The character of Armenian children’s and youth periodical publish-
ing changed noticeably after 1872 with the appearance of the monthly
Avetaber tghayots hamar (Children’s Herald, 1872—-1915). The mis-
sionary organization American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions (ABCFM), founded in Boston in 1810 and active among Ar-
menians in the Ottoman Empire since the 1830s [Moranian 1994], es-
tablished its own children’s magazine. The editors sought to offer Arme-
nian Apostolic children engaging, illustrated reading material, thereby
gradually guiding them toward Protestantism.

Accordingly, the periodical initially had a pronounced religious ori-
entation, but over its forty-three years of publication it underwent no-
ticeable ideological and aesthetic transformations, reflecting the direct
impact of social and political developments in the Ottoman Empire and
beyond.

This Armenian periodical has a distinctive publishing history and
stands at the intersection of national, religious, and aesthetic cultures.
On the one hand, it was addressed to an Armenian readership, written
in Armenian, and belongs to the corpus of Armenian children’s period-
icals; on the other, it introduced an American perspective by presenting
works and illustrations by American authors. Until 1910, the maga-
zine was edited by Americans (E. Bliss, J. Green, H. Parnm, H. Allen),
who either authored original pieces or translated works from American
and European periodicals. During this period, the magazine predomi-
nantly featured Armenian-language but not Armenian-themed content.
The characters were either Americans or children with Armenian names;
the settings were American or artificially Armenianized. From 1910 on-
ward, however, editorial responsibility was assumed by the Armenian
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children’s writer Grigor Galustian (1879-1963), leading to noticeable
changes in the magazine’s content, quality, and orientation.

The aim of the present study is to explore the role of the mis-
sionary children’s magazine Children’s Herald in shaping ideas about
gender and national education among Ottoman Armenians during its
forty-three years of publication. Particular attention is given to gender
representation in the magazine’s texts and illustrations, to the educa-
tional strategies pursued by the American editors, and to the ways in
which American social models were introduced and gradually adapted
within the Armenian cultural context over the course of four decades.

Methodology

Today, gender studies occupy a central position in research on chil-
dren’s literature and picturebooks. Since the 1970s, a substantial body
of scholarship has examined the economic and legal [Fisher 1970], lin-
guistic [Tepper, Cassidy 1999], educational [Elorza 2023], and social
roles of women and men in literary representations across different so-
cieties [Schlossberg, Goodman 1972; Rachlin, Vogt 1974; Heintz 1987,
McDonald 1989; Tognoli, Pullen, Lieber 1994; Lee, Chin 2019]. Partic-
ular attention has been given to quantitative and data-driven analyses of
gender representation in literary texts and illustrations [Grauerholz, Ber-
nice 1989; Peterson, Lach 1990; Hamilton, Anderson, Broaddus, Young
2006; McCabe, Fairchild, Grauerholz, Pescosolido, Tope 2011; Yello
2012; Casey, Novick, Lourenco 2021]. These studies demonstrate that
since the nineteenth century — despite certain changes — male child
characters have appeared far more often than female characters in both
visual and textual narratives. Such imbalances may contribute to the
formation of gender stereotypes among child readers and influence chil-
dren’s perceptions of themselves and their future roles within the family
and society [Nilsen 1971; Weitzman, Eifler, Hokada, Ross 1974; Crisp,
Hiller 2011; Seitz, Lenhart, Riibsam 2020].

Most of the aforementioned studies focus on American and Eu-
ropean literature, particularly on books that have received awards in
various competitions. In recent years, however, similar approaches
have also been applied to the study of national literatures, including
Australian [Adams, Walker, O’Connell 2011], Portuguese [Madalena,
Ramos 2022], and Turkish literature [Demirhan 2022]. Armenian chil-
dren’s literature, by contrast, has never been subjected to a systematic
gender analysis. The periodical examined in this article has been ad-
dressed only briefly in earlier scholarship, primarily through historical-
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comparative approaches [Nazaryan 1979; Karapetyan 2013; Makaryan,
Soghoyan 2021] and mainly from a religious perspective, while the
works published in the magazine have never been republished to date.

In this article, the missionary periodical is examined through an in-
terdisciplinary framework that combines literary and art-historical per-
spectives. Both literary texts and their accompanying illustrations are
analyzed using a combination of historical-comparative, psychological,
semiotic, graphic-semantic, and quantitative methods.

The empirical corpus consists of the surviving issues of the journal
published between 1872 and 1915. During this period, a total of 512 is-
sues were published, of which 471 have been preserved. The remaining
41 issues could not be located in either the electronic or physical collec-
tions of the National Library of Armenia or the Mekhitarist Monastery
in Vienna. The present analysis therefore covers all 471 surviving is-
sues.

All literary and journalistic texts containing identifiable human char-
acters were included in the study. The unit of analysis was the main
character of each narrative. In the section devoted to parental roles,
secondary characters representing mothers or fathers were also taken
into account. Characters were manually coded according to gender cat-
egories (male, female, mixed, or indeterminate). The same classification
principles were applied to the accompanying illustrations.

The quantitative results of this coding procedure were subsequently
aggregated into three-year publication intervals and visualized in the fig-
ures presented below. This grouping was adopted in order to improve the
readability of the visualizations, since presenting data for each individ-
ual year across the entire forty-three-year period would result in overly
fragmented charts. In addition, several issues — and in some cases en-
tire years — are missing from the surviving corpus, which would make
a strictly year-by-year comparison less reliable. For this reason, most
columns represent three-year publication intervals. Because the issues
for 1910 are missing and the magazine appeared only briefly in 1915,
the final two columns represent four-year periods. Incomplete years are
marked with an asterisk. This approach allows for a consistent com-
parison of gender representation across the entire period of publication
while minimizing distortions caused by gaps in the archival record.

The journal’s structure and objectives

The Armenian Board of the ABCFM began its activities in the
1830s. In pursuit of its religious objective of spreading Protestantism,
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Figure 1. The journal cover, 1872-1910, 1912-1913

missionaries engaged extensively in educational, linguistic, and cultural
work. They established a printing press and began publishing books
and newspapers in modern vernacular Armenian, translated the classi-
cal Armenian Bible and thereby producing content that was accessible
and comprehensible to a broad readership.

The press soon became one of the most effective instruments for ad-
dressing religious issues. Supported by substantial financial investments
from the Board, periodicals featuring engaging cultural, literary, and
political materials succeeded in attracting a wide readership. Initially
published in Smyrna and later in Constantinople (present-day Istanbul),
the most prominent periodical of Protestant propaganda was Avetaber
(The Herald 1839-1915). Between 1839 and 1846, and again in 1854,
it appeared under the title Shtemaran pitani gitelets (Treasury of Use-
ful Knowledge); from 1855 to 1868 as Avetaber yev shtemaran pitani
gitelets (The Herald and Treasury of Useful Knowledge); and from
1869 to 1915 simply as Avetaber.

From 1872 onward, missionaries also turned their attention to chil-
dren and began publishing a supplementary magazine devoted specif-
ically to young readers (Children’s Herald). The periodical combined
educational, popular-scientific, and literary content, while retaining a
fundamentally religious orientation.

The periodical was published monthly and consisted of four large-
format pages (34 x 25 cm). At the top of the page, within a frame, was
an illustration of a girl reading a newspaper while seated on a sofa, em-
phasizing her life in affluent surroundings. The sides of the frame were
decorated with tree branches, elements of nature, and animal imagery:
sheep on the left and birds feeding their chicks on the right.

From 1908 onward, the publication expanded to eight pages and was
printed on smaller sheets (27 x 21 cm); at the same time, its title was
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Figure 2. The journal cover, 1910-1911

changed to Avetaber mankants (Children’s Herald). In 1910-1911, the
editor was the Armenian writer G. Galustian, and the magazine began
to be published as a supplement to the adult Avetaber. It was renamed
Avetaber: tghaots‘ bajin (The Herald: Children’s Section) and, for two
years, appeared in a new design format (27 x 20 cm).

The magazine does not explicitly indicate its target age group in
paratextual elements such as the cover or editorial notes. However, an
analysis of readers’ letters published in the journal suggests that its pri-
mary audience consisted of children approximately between the ages of 8
and 13.

The content of the periodical was diverse and not limited to liter-
ary texts. Alongside fictional narratives — including works written by
children themselves — the journal regularly featured educational and
informational materials, as well as short pieces presenting interesting
facts. An important feature of the magazine was its interactive engage-
ment with readers. Each issue typically concluded with a riddle, most
often based on biblical themes; the following issue would publish the
correct answer along with the names of the children who had solved
it. In 1914-1915, a special section entitled “Our Mailbox” was intro-
duced, providing a space for correspondence between the editors and
young readers.

In this version, the upper illustration depicted an angelic girl hold-
ing a harp, accompanied by grapevines, creating an explicit parallel with
the figure of the muse. From 1912 to 1915, the periodical was again re-
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named Avetaber mankants < (Children’s Herald) and reverted to its earlier
design. In the final two years, once again following a change of edi-
tor, the image of the reading girl — preserved for 39 years and familiar
to several generations of child readers — was removed from the cover.
Publication ceased in September 1915 after the eighth issue, a develop-
ment scholars associate with the Armenian Genocide [Nazaryan 1979,
52].

The periodical was richly illustrated, and almost all substantial arti-
cles were accompanied by large engravings. In the early years of publica-
tion, the illustrations were printed in the United States, and the pages —
already bearing the finished images — were sent to the Ottoman Empire
[Children’s Herald 1875, 5, 18—19]. There, the editors composed Arme-
nian texts around the images and adapted the relationship between visual
and textual content. From the early twentieth century onward, the mag-
azine began purchasing engraving plates, which were sometimes also
shared with other local periodicals. These plates were produced in Lon-
don and subsequently transported to Constantinople [Children’s Herald
1903, 1-2].

The publication of Children’s Herald continued for 43 years. Dur-
ing this period, several generations of child readers came of age, while
geopolitical and socio-political developments — both within the Ot-
toman Empire and globally — shaped the magazine’s quality, orienta-
tion, and objectives. In this respect, particularly notable are the marked
ideological and aesthetic shifts in works devoted to the education of
women and girls and in texts addressing a female readership.

Quantitative analysis of female and male character portrayal

Since the nineteenth century, children’s literature worldwide has
been predominantly male-centered. While during the formative period
of children’s literature in the eighteenth century literary works for chil-
dren were addressed equally to both boys and girls, the situation changed
in subsequent centuries: girls were relegated to the background, and
works featuring male characters began to outnumber those centered on
female characters by several times [Peterson, Lach 1990, 178-190].
This pattern has persisted to the present day. Although the disparity
has decreased considerably (as of 2020, the ratio stands at 1.12:1 in fa-
vor of boys), girls nevertheless continue to be underrepresented [Casey,
Novick, Lourenco 2021].

It is therefore logical that similar social dynamics also operated in the
periodical under examination. At the time of its founding in 1872, de-
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Figure 3. Gender Distribution of Characters in Texts (Chronological
Overview)

bates surrounding women’s rights were only beginning to emerge in the
Ottoman Empire”. Although women had long been excluded from po-
litical, economic, and educational rights, discussions about their social
position gradually intensified during the Tanzimat reforms and expanded
more broadly in the late nineteenth century. These debates reached their
peak after the Young Turk Revolution of 1908 [Karaman 2025]. At the
same time, missionary educational initiatives played an important role
in expanding opportunities for women’s education and public participa-
tion within Armenian communities of the empire, particularly through
girls’ schools and female missionary networks [Soghoyan 2026]. These
ideological and social transformations are clearly reflected in Children’s
Herald.

Let us first turn to the quantitative data. The third figure presents, in
chronological order, the works published in the journal (both literary and
journalistic) according to the gender of the main characters represented.

In Figure 3, works featuring male main characters, female main char-
acters, and neutral or mixed representations are distinguished. The latter
category includes works in which both genders appear simultaneously,
as well as texts of a generalized nature, for which it is not possible to
determine from the content whether the character is male or female.

The same logic of representation is also evident in the illustrations
published in the magazine. Throughout the entire publication history,
works addressed to boys appear more frequently than those addressed to
girls. From 1908 onward, however, this pronounced disparity begins to
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Figure 4. Gender Distribution of Characters in Illustrations (Chrono-
logical Overview)

diminish: the number of texts centered on female characters gradually
increases, and works in which both genders are represented also become
more common.

A similar pattern can be observed in the visual material published in
the magazine.

As shown in Figure 4, until 1908 illustrations featuring male figures
consistently outnumber those depicting female figures, in some years
by a substantial margin. After 1908, however, this tendency begins to
shift: images of girls become more frequent, and illustrations represent-
ing both genders also increase. The visual material thus reflects the same
gradual reconfiguration of gender representation that can be observed in
the textual corpus.

This change should not be attributed solely to the replacement of the
editor. The Young Turk Revolution of 1908 and the political rhetoric of
“liberty, equality, fraternity”, proclaimed for national minorities, were
increasingly interpreted by women as a signal of gender equality as well.
As a result, the period following the revolution saw a notable expan-
sion of Ottoman feminist periodicals and literary production [Karaman
2025]. These broader socio-political transformations are also reflected
in the magazine itself, influencing the ways in which female characters
appear in both texts and illustrations.

Yet the numerical distribution of male and female figures represents
only one aspect of gender representation in the magazine. Beyond dif-
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ferences in frequency, male and female characters also perform distinct
narrative and social functions in both literary and visual material. To
better understand these differences, it is therefore necessary to move be-
yond the quantitative data and turn to the texts themselves.

Qualitative aspects of gender representation

Gender studies based on the literatures and periodicals of various
nations demonstrate that, in children’s works, male characters are gen-
erally granted a greater degree of freedom. They are allowed to leave
home, create serious problems, encounter adventures, face the threat
of death, and even receive severe punishment for disobeying their par-
ents. Female characters, by contrast, operate within a much narrower
functional sphere: they are typically portrayed in domestic settings,
alongside their parents, and rarely encounter major adventures [Nilsen
1971; Rachlin, Vogt 1974; Heintz 1987; Tognoli, Pullen, Lieber 1994;
Crisp, Hiller 2011]. This pattern is particularly pronounced in the
pages of nineteenth-century Western Armenian periodicals (e.g., Buras-
tan Surb Sahakean (1851-1853), Tutak Haykazean (1854), Yerkasér
(1855), T’atron. Barekan mankants® (1876—1878) among others).

For example, in the children’s magazine T‘atron.  Barekam
mankants‘, published in 1876 by the prominent Armenian satirist
Hakob Paronyan (1843—-1891), all female characters are depicted either
at home or in the presence of their parents. Male characters, by con-
trast, leave the household, venture alone onto the open sea, and even
travel to other countries without parental permission. Such behavior
is, of course, not encouraged by the magazine: mischievous boys are
punished and encounter misfortune. What is important, however, is that
they are granted the possibility of making such mistakes. In the entire
periodical, only one female character leaves home without parental
supervision; disobeying her mother, she strays from her path, passes
through a dangerous forest, speaks with a stranger, and is ultimately
devoured by a wolf. This is Little Red Riding Hood, who in Paronyan’s
version is never rescued from death.

In the American-published periodical Children’s Herald, the same
general pattern of gender-role representation is largely maintained. In
some works, however, the picture is somewhat different, shaped by na-
tional and socio-political considerations. Given the magazine’s religious
orientation, in the early issues the primary function assigned to female
characters is prayer. Girls pray for their fathers to be saved from im-
minent death [Children’s Herald 1873, 4], for their homes not to burn,
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and for wars not to break out [Children’s Herald 1873, 7], among other
concerns.

Beyond this explicitly religious content, the works published in the
magazine also — albeit more indirectly — introduced Armenian chil-
dren to American society, Western models of family life, and patterns
of everyday living. In contrast to the Armenian millet of the Ottoman
Empire, women within these models were clearly assigned a more in-
dependent role. For example, in the second issue of 1889, the story
“The Deed of a Little Girl” [Children’s Herald 1889, 2] recounts how
a thirteen-year-old girl, having learned that her father has been unjustly
dismissed from his job, decides to appeal directly to the President of the
United States. She meets him at the White House, presents her case,
and secures a resolution, thereby saving her family. In American soci-
ety, therefore, a girl is granted the opportunity to act independently in
the interests of her family, to make decisions on her own, and even to
meet the president — possibilities that were inaccessible to Armenian
women living under Ottoman rule. Similarly, in “The Petition of School-
girls” [Children’s Herald 1899, 7], female students send a letter to the
Austrian archduchess, asking her to intervene with the emperor regard-
ing injustices at their school, and their problem is indeed resolved.

Particularly relevant to the present study are narratives describing
wedding rituals among different peoples, as these texts reveal gender
relations and the role of women within the societies in question. For
instance, the 1882 piece “The Kyrgyz Bride” [Children’s Herald 1882,
2] describes how, during the wedding ceremony, the bride is placed on
horseback while men chase after her. She strikes them with a whip and
allows herself to be captured only by the man of her own choosing. Ac-
cordingly, the Kyrgyz woman is granted the right to choose her husband.

In the article “Chinese Wedding Ceremonies” [Children’s Herald
1887, 6], women are depicted as occupying a submissive role: their faces
are veiled, they possess no right of choice or speech, and they are dressed
in ritual garments and taken to the man’s home. Only after marriage does
the woman see her husband for the first time.

By contrast, the description of a French wedding [Children’s Herald
1889, 1] emphasizes the equality of the bride and groom, who walk side
by side as equals.

In an account of Sdmi wedding customs [Children’s Herald 1880,
1], the editors present the practice of purchasing brides as a financial
transaction: fathers sell their daughters and the wealthier the father,
the higher the daughter’s price. Young men, in turn, seek to “buy”
more expensive brides in order to enhance their social standing. In the
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concluding remarks, the author adopts a distinctly male perspective, hu-
morously noting that neither he nor the readers would likely survive in
such harsh conditions — even if they could afford to purchase a wealthy
bride.

Thus, during the early years of publication, Armenian readers were
introduced primarily to foreign — mostly Western — family models.
The traditional Armenian family model becomes prominent only after
1910, when G. Galustian assumed the editorship. In “A Patriarchal
Family” [Children’s Herald 1912, 6], the author describes a rural Ar-
menian household in which fifty-seven people sleep in a single room.
The family is headed by the grandfather, and after his death by the
grandmother; sons, daughters-in-law, and grandchildren live together
and submit hierarchically to the family elder. Daughters-in-law are not
permitted to make independent decisions concerning their children with-
out the grandmother’s consent.

The author further contrasts rural and urban Armenian families. In
provincial settings, the patriarchal structure remains largely unchanged,
sustained by the practical advantages of collective living. In Con-
stantinople and other large cities, however, family life increasingly re-
sembles American and European models. Educated urban women, in
particular, are unwilling to submit to another woman’s authority in
household matters and seek autonomy in managing domestic life and
their children’s education.

At the same time, it is important to note that representations of more
independent women become increasingly frequent in the later years
of the magazine’s publication. While the traditional Armenian family
model is introduced more explicitly after 1910, it does not constitute the
dominant framework of representation. Rather, texts depicting women’s
autonomy — especially in urban and educational contexts — form a sub-
stantial and growing part of the magazine’s repertoire, whereas strictly
patriarchal models appear more episodically.

Mother and father figures and the issue of women’s role in society

As already noted, quantitative studies of children’s literature demon-
strate that male characters outnumber female characters in both literary
and journalistic texts. In representations of parental relationships, how-
ever, the pattern is reversed [Anderson, Hamilton 2005, 146; Adams,
Walker, O’Connell 2011, 267]. The children’s periodical examined here
follows the same tendency: in almost all years, maternal figures appear
more frequently than paternal ones.
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Figure 5. Gender Distribution of Parental Characters (Chronological
Overview)

Figure 5 presents, in chronological sequence, the representation of
father and mother figures in the magazine’s literary and journalistic
works. It clearly shows that in nearly every year mothers are represented
at least twice as often as fathers.

Mothers are predominantly portrayed as loving, caring, and emo-
tionally attentive parents, while fathers assume responsibility for the
family’s financial burden. In the article “A Father’s Protection” [Chil-
dren’s Herald 1878, 1], for example, it is emphasized that the mother
cares for the child — clothing and feeding them — while the father
works and provides the mother with money to sustain these efforts. The
text further stresses that many fathers die from exhausting labor, leav-
ing families without a breadwinner and rendering children orphaned and
unprotected.

Years later, in “Taking the Father’s Place” [Children’s Herald 1894,
2], the editors repeat the same moral lesson for a new generation of chil-
dren. As long as fathers are present, children live happily and enjoy
their childhood; but if a father falls ill from prolonged labor or dies,
the children are left alone, bearing responsibility for household survival,
livelihood, and comforting a grief-stricken mother.

By contrast, mothers are depicted throughout the magazine as do-
mestic caretakers who shoulder the family’s daily burdens, work con-
tinuously for their children, and yet earn no income. In the article “Who
Wants to Help Mother?”, the heavy labor performed by mothers within
the household is described in detail: sleepless nights beside sick chil-
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dren, preparing meals for their husband and children, ironing, laundry,
and cleaning. The editors urge children to help their mother, since “she
has spent the best part of her life serving and caring for you” [Children’s
Herald 1901, 3, 9-10].

In the 1907 piece “A Mother’s Work”, the mother’s daily labor is
once again portrayed — caring for children, serving her husband, and
maintaining the household. A small child reacts with surprise: “Oh yes,
she works for us — but there is no money in it” [Children’s Herald 1907,
5,19].

A particularly telling illustration of paternal death and the recon-
figuration of parental roles appears in Nshan Garaseferian’s poem “A
Children’s Lament”. Artistically modest and most likely written by a
child, the poem depicts the financial and social difficulties that arise in a
family after the father’s death, when the mother is compelled to assume
paternal functions in order to provide for her child:

I am a little child of ten,

Once a pupil at school;

I have no father, but I have a mother

Who is also my father [Children’s Herald 1887, 7, 28].

The mother works throughout the day and sews at night, attempting
to earn money for her child’s schoolbooks. While working at night, she
prays, invoking her deceased husband’s name, and the child imagines
that his mother is asking his father to send a textbook from heaven —
since providing for children’s financial needs is traditionally understood
as the father’s responsibility.

In the vast majority of works published in the magazine, women’s
sphere of action is largely confined to the domestic domain, and their pri-
mary role is that of a devoted mother. Over time, however, young readers
are gradually introduced to other possibilities for women’s activity and
labor. The expansion of women’s professional roles and their visibility
in society is most clearly reflected in narratives devoted to famous indi-
viduals. The magazine regularly published accounts of notable figures
presented as role models for young readers of both genders.

Despite this, texts devoted to famous women appear far less fre-
quently than those about men. Across the entire corpus, the magazine
published 198 texts about famous men and only 31 about women. Male
figures represented in the magazine are associated with a wide range
of political, social, military, artistic, religious, and scientific activities.
Publications featured figures such as Christopher Columbus, Martin
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Luther, John Franklin, Jovan Hovart, Benjamin Franklin, Nikola Tesla,
Thomas Edison, William Shakespeare, Walter Scott, and monarchs such
as Gustav II Adolf, Alexander II, Nikolai II, and others.

The relatively small number of texts devoted to women, by con-
trast, focuses primarily on queens and empresses. Informative articles
appeared about royal women such as Emma of Normandy, Queen Vic-
toria, Wilhelmina of the Netherlands, Maria Feodorovna, Alexandra
Feodorovna, and other female members of royal families. From the
late 1890s onward, however, the magazine occasionally began to feature
women who had achieved recognition through their work and profes-
sional activity, thereby demonstrating that women could operate beyond
the domestic sphere. These figures were primarily associated with mis-
sionary work, education, and the arts. In particular, the magazine pub-
lished materials about the artist Joanna Koerten (1650-1715), writers
Madame de Staél (1799-1817), Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896),
Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915), Charlotte Maria Tucker (1821-1893),
Hesba Stretton (1832—1911), the Chinese missionary Mrs. Diong Ahok
(1850-1917?), and the Indian educator and missionary Pandita Ram-
abai (1858-1922). This imbalance suggests that while the magazine
gradually introduced examples of female public activity, male figures
continued to function as the primary models of historical agency and
social achievement for young readers.

Conclusion

In summary, the present study demonstrates that Children’s Her-
ald, published by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, was not only an important instrument of religious propaganda
but also one of the earliest and most important sources of Armenian-
language children’s literature. Over its 43 years of publication, the
magazine underwent multiple transformations, shaped by contempo-
rary geopolitical developments, while educating and entertaining several
generations of Armenian children.

Quantitative data show that in issues published during the nine-
teenth century, male characters outnumber female characters several
times overreaching ratios of up to 6:1 — both in the magazine’s literary-
journalistic texts and in accompanying illustrations. From 1908 onward,
however, this pattern begins to change: the number of female characters
in texts increases markedly, while in illustrations women begin to out-
number men by ratios of up to 3:1.
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From a qualitative perspective, representations of the two genders
also differ substantially. Male characters operate within broader and
freer spheres of action and enjoy wider opportunities, whereas women’s
activities are largely confined to the domestic realm, with motherhood
presented as their primary role. While the magazine largely reproduces
these prevailing gender stereotypes, it also introduces an American per-
spective that allows for greater female agency by presenting examples of
well-known women writers, missionaries, and teachers as role models
for young female readers.

Notes

' The work was supported by the Higher Education and Science Committee of
RA, within the framework of the Research project No. 26RL-6B037.

2 Until the 1850s—1860s, women in the Ottoman Empire lacked political, eco-
nomic, and educational rights. Although debates intensified during the
Tanzimat reforms (1839-1876) [Hambardzumyan, Parsadanyan 2022, 41],
the issue gained broader visibility in the press only after the publication of
the first Ottoman women’s journal, Terakki-i Muhaddarat (1869) [Yildiz
2018, 180]. Armenian-language women’s periodicals appeared slightly ear-
lier; the first Armenian journal for and about women, Guitar, was published
in 1861-1863 [Hambardzumyan 2024].
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Acmeux Banepuanosna Cozosn

EpeBanckuii rocynapctsennsiii yausepcutet; ORCID:
0000-0002-0976-9954

APMSTHCKHUIM KOHTEKCT AMEPUKAHCKOI'O
MUCCHUOHEPCKOI'O JETCKOI'O XYPHAJIA “ITPEABECTHUK
IUIA TETEW”: TEHIEP, CEMbS U OBIIIECTBO

B crarbe paccmarpuBaeTcs apMSHOSI3BIYHBIN HeTCKUi KypHat «[IpenBect-
HUK IUIsl neTeii» («ABerabep Traiionl amap», 1872—-1915), uznaBapumiics
IIsT apMsTHCKOTO HacesieHnss OcMaHCKOM MMIiepud AMEPUKaHCKIM COBe-
TOM YTIOJTHOMOYEHHBIX 110 MHOCTPaHHBIM MuccusiM. Pemaktupyemoe ame-
PYKaHCKMMU MUCCHOHEpaMHU HM3[JaHWE COYETaJo PEeJUTMO3HOE HacTaBJe-
HHE C pernpe3eHTalnsIMA aMEepPUKAaHCKOW TMOBCETHEBHOU XW3HU, 00pa3o-
BaHMS W KyJIbTYpBL. B mccrienoBaHny aHATM3WPYIOTCS WIEONOTHYECKUE,
5CTETUYECKUE U M3MaTesIbcKiue 0COOEHHOCTU XXypHajia ¢ 0COObIM BHUMa-
HHEM K BOMPOCaM HAIMOHAIBHOTO W T'eHAEPHOTO BOCIHMTAHWUS, a TaKKe
K KOHCTPYMPOBAHUWIO MYXKCKMX M XEHCKWX poieil. LleHTpasbHOE MecTo
B paboTe 3aHMMaeT aHaJIu3 PENpe3eHTALNN aMePUKAaHCKUX CeMENHBIX U
COIMAJIBHBIX MOJeNeil B apMSHCKOM KOHTEKCTe W TeX TpaHCGhOpPMAIIWiA,
KOTOpbIE OHM TIPETepIieNI Ha TIPOTSHKEHNH YEThIPEX NECATUIETHI Cylie-
CTBOBaHUS M3JaHMS. B pamMkax MeXIUCLUUIUIMHAPHOTO MOAXOa, coYeTa-
FOILIETO KOJIMYECTBEHHbIE 1 KaYeCTBEHHBIE METOIBI, PACCMAaTPUBAIOTCS JIH-
TepaTypHbIE TEKCTHI ¥ COTIPOBOKIAIOIINE UX MILTIOCTPALINN; TIPUMEHSFOTCS
VMCTOPUKO-CPAaBHUTENIbHBIN, IICUXOJIOTUUECKUI, CEMUOTUYECKUIA, rpadrKo-
CEeMaHTUYEeCKUI M CTAaTUCTMYECKWiI MeTOIbl aHanu3a. KonmmdyecTBeHHBIE
IaHHbIE MTOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO 3a 43 Tofa M3AaHus KypHaja My>KCKUe Mepco-
HaXX! pernpe3eHTUPOBaHbI 3HAUNTENIBHO Yallle, yeM xeHckue (57 % u 20 %
cooTBeTcTBeHHO). ConepKaTeJIbHBIN aHaJlN3 CBUIETEIHCTBYET O TOM, UTO
MYKYMHaM TIpeloCcTaBsieTcs 6oJee MUPOKOoe MPOCTPAHCTBO ISl eCTBUIA
1 TpodeccroHaIbHOro BhIOOpa, TOrMAa Kak OCHOBHasl GYHKIIMS >KEHILIWUH
CBS3BIBACTCS C MAaTEPUHCKOW POJIbI0. B CpaBHUTENBLHBIX pernpe3eHTaIHsIX
COIMAJIBHBIX POJIell aMepUKAaHK! WM KeHIIWHBI 3alaIHbIX KYJIbTYp Tpel-
CTaBJICHBI KaK 0ojiee He3aBUCUMbIE IO CPAaBHEHUIO C apMSIHKaMU.

Knwuesvie crosa: aMepyuKaHCKMIT MUCCUOHEPCKUIA TEPUOIMYECKUI XKy p-
HaJl, apMsIHCKasl TeTcKas IuTeparypa, mpecca XI1X B., OcMaHcKast UMIIEpus,
reHIepHbIe TTPobIeMbl, GeMUHN3M, HETOCTATOYHO TpeICTaBIeHHbIe JKeH-
LIUHBI



